
Reaching Out: Communion  
     For many years, St. Andrew’s sent teams of elders 
out to serve Communion at retirement and nursing 
homes on Worldwide Communion Sunday. Our ser-
vice of worship is traditionally broadcast on that par-
ticular Sunday and the opportunity to reach out so 
directly to residents was considered very important. 
     We haven’t done that for several years, but this 
year on October 5th teams of elders will take Com-
munion to five local facilities. Long time elder Bob 
Forde has recruited elders who are willing to serve 
and will organize the necessary trays. The Rev. 
Janice Hamalainen is contacting the nursing homes 
to make arrangements for our elders to be there on 
that Sunday. 
     Usually all of the residents interested in taking 
part assemble in a common room to watch the service 
on television. The serving of Communion to the resi-
dents coincides with the serving of the elements in 
the church. 
     It’s a very meaningful time and one that is greatly 
appreciated by the people taking part. The resump-
tion of the practice is a significant step in the right 
direction for us as a church. 
 

A “Welcome Back” carrot cake was pro-

vided for the coffee hour following the 

morning service on September 7th , mark-

ing the beginning of the Church School 

year. The intertwining circles depicted in 

the design represent the integration of wor-

ship, learning and serving. 

Anniversary Celebration
   St. Andrew’s 154th anniversary will be cele-
brated this year with our much anticipated cho-
ral concert, and, preceding the concert, a 
church dinner which everyone is encouraged to 
attend. 
     The dinner will be prepared in house, and 
then served in Iona Hall prior to the concert. 
     Do plan to come out for this wonderful eve-
ning of fellowship and music on Sunday, Octo-
ber 26th. More information will be made avail-
able just as soon as the details are worked out. 
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The One Liner 
Leap… 
and the net will appear! 

Holy Communion 
The Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper will be 
celebrated on World 
Communion Day  

Sunday, October 5th  
at  

8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m.  
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Web banking is here! 
      Web banking now is available at 
St. Andrew’s. The Board of 
Managers, assisted by bookkeeper 
Tina Sawatzky have been working 
diligently to bring that about. 
      The site is very secure, and the 
participating banks include TD 
Canada Trust, Scotia Bank, CIBC 
and the Bank of Montreal. At this 
time the Royal Bank is not available. 
      Web banking, of course, provides 
the convenience of paying your bills 
whenever you like, 24-7. Now you 
can donate to St. Andrew’s whenever 
you like, 24-7, and we’re confident 
that the service will be popular and 
well used. You simply include your 
envelope number and direct your 
support to a chosen category. 
      Please use that service regularly 
and generously!! 

Looking for singers 
     Young people of all ages are wel-
come in the Youth Choir, which 
meets each Sunday for practice after 
the morning service in Covenant 
Chapel. 
     If you would like more informa-
tion contact Melissa Houghton at 
melissa_houghton@hotmail.com 



Kenya adventure an amazing mission  
By NICK WHIFFIN 

     Hi everyone! I’m back from 
Kenya safe and mostly in one 
piece. Your support and gener-
ous donations went a long way 
to help me be a part of this trip, 
and I’m very grateful for it. 
     Right now I can give you a 
glimpse of what I did in Kenya. 
Our main project was the work 
site at the school. We had a mo-
bile camp located just down the 
path from the school, where a 
local resident had so generously 
given some of his land for us to 
stay on. Every day we would 
wake up at about 7:30 and eat breakfast, then go to the build site at about 
9:00 and build until lunch. After lunch, sometimes we would go back again 
and work for another two or three  hours.  
     Working at this school of 910 children was great, specifically because of 
one thing: recess. The students would flood out of their classroom doors and 
come to greet us. They would do a variety of things: talk to us, grab a shovel 
and start working, or invite us to play a game. Afterwards, they would haul 
us into their classrooms to show us their books and make us read to them and 
talk with them. They were so proud. 
     I don’t want to give away too much of my story – I’ll be talking about my 
trip in an upcoming service.  Again, thank you for the support – the trip made 
me more understanding of the Kenyan culture and I will now be able to pass 
that on to others. I would recommend this trip or one similar to this to anyone 
who might want to try it. Trust me, it’s an amazing experience. 
Ed. Note: The National-International Outreach Committee, the Youth Group 
of St. Andrew’s, and many individual donors helped Nick to offset the cost of 
his mission trip to Kenya with monies totalling $2,130.06. 

Nick Whiffin is pictured with new Kenyan friends made 
during the mission trip to Africa. 
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Louise Eleanor 

Davidson 

Waterloo, May 22, 2008 
Mary Bell 

Kitchener, May 29, 2008 
Ernest Robert Maue  

Kitchener, June 2, 2008 
Richard James Allen  

Listowel, June 14, 2008 
Donna Alexander 

Kitchener, June 22, 2008 
Ype Zondervan 

Kitchener, July 6, 2008 
James Donald Moses  

Waterloo, July 13, 2008 
Harold W. Nichols 

Waterloo, July 14, 2008 
Catherine Stigter 

Waterloo, July 18, 2008 

Our Milestones 
 
Births 
We welcome 
Noah Thompson son of  
Paul and Laura  
 

Marriages 
Kristin Kaufman and  
Paul Viidik, July 19, 2008 
David  Posthumus and  
Shannon Wright, Aug. 23, 2008 
Karen Wegner and David 
Anthony, September 13, 2008 
 

Deaths 
We mourn 
Earl Baechler 

Waterloo, May 13, 2008 
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Baby shower will help to 
equip church nursery 
     We’re having a baby shower!  
     And it’s one to which every church 
family is invited! 
     St. Andrew’s nursery has been 
undergoing rejuvenation over the summer. 
The walls have been painted and new 
hardwood flooring laid. The room has a 
fresh, clean look that should appeal to the 
parents of our very youngest. 
     The baby shower is taking place 
during the month of September, as the 
Christian Education Committee hopes to 
equip the nursery with new toys that will 
delight the little ones. Some are bigger 
items so any donation you can make, be it 
big or small, towards the purchase of new 
toys is appreciated. 
     As well as equipping the nursery, the 
committee hopes to be able to purchase 
several high chairs for families to use 
during the coffee hour, or at church 

dinners where holding a 
small child is awkward. 
      Please note that the 
Health and Safety 
Regulations make it 
impossible for the church 
to accept donations of 
used equipment. 
      On October 5th there 
will be an Open House 
for the nursery and a 
display of the shower 
gifts. 

Lee James Calder  

Waterloo, July 18, 2008 
Derwood Bruder  

Waterloo, July 29, 2008 
Anne Kirkland  
Kitchener, July 29, 2008 
Eleanor “Bette” Heinbuch 
Waterloo, August 12, 2008 
Cyril Tait   

Lucknow, August 14, 2008 
Jean Marjorie Metcalf  
Waterloo, August 6, 2008 
Maurice James ‘Moe’ Shantz 

Kitchener, August 21, 2008 
Florence Ethel Kurtz 

Kitchener, August 26, 2008 
Cecil Rhodes Ramautarsingh 

Waterloo, August 30, 2008 
David Edward ‘Jack’ George  
Kitchener, September 6, 2008 

Gardens lovely 
      Thanks to the abundant 
rainfall the church gardens 
remained lush and green 
throughout the summer. 
     The W.A. planted the 
Queen St. gardens and the 
Weber St. flower box, 
paying for the plants that 
add a colourful touch. 



Bible study begins October 1st 
     Bible study dull? Not likely to be! 
     The Rev. Mark Lewis will lead a study beginning Wednesday, October 1st and 
continuing for ten weeks. You can opt for a session in the morning or in the evening 
for the hour long course. 
     The study is based on DVD lectures delivered by Dr. Bart D. Ehrman, the James 
A. Gray Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies at the University of North Caro-
lina in Chapel Hill. The first 30 minutes will be spent watching the DVD, followed by 
a 30 minute discussion led by Mark. The lectures are as follows: 
     October 1 – The Birth of Christianity 
     October 8 – The Religious World of Early Christianity 

     October 15 – The Historical Jesus 

     October 22 – Oral and Written Traditions about Jesus 

     October 29 –The Apostle Paul 

     November 5 – The Beginning of Jewish-Christian Relations 

     November 12 – The Anti-Jewish Use of the Old Testament 

     November 19 – The Rise of Christian Anti-Judaism 

     November 26 – The Early Christian Mission 

     December 3 – The Christianization of the Roman Empire   
     Dr. Ehrman is a leading authority on the New Testament and the history of early 
Christianity. He received both his M.Div. (1981) and his PhD. (magna cum laude-
1985) from Princeton Theological Seminary, and is the author of more than 20 books, 
including two New York Times bestsellers: Misquoting Jesus and God’s Problem. 
     He is very critical of the church as it exists today, and debunks many ideas about 
scripture, questioning every aspect of traditional Christianity. He considers himself an 
agnostic. 
     This is an exciting opportunity to look with fresh eyes at how the early church be-
gan and evolved. The study is timely and will challenge every aspect of our faith. 
     Please let the church office know that you want to take part. 

New look 
     The furniture in the Heather 
Room has been recovered and 
looks very attractive, refreshed 
and renewed. 
     The Women’s Association had 
agreed in the spring that the old 
coverings were looking pretty 
shabby and that the room needed a 
face lift. Helen Cleghorn and 
Sandy Elliott were asked to look 
over samples of material and to 
select something appropriate that 
would go well with the carpet. 
     They obtained samples from 
Rudy’s Upholstering, made 
several selections of colour 
coordinated and durable materials 
and presented their choices to the 
W.A. women, who readily agreed 
with their recommendation. 
     The work was done over the 
summer and the Heather Room is 
looking very much better for the 
renewal. The W.A. paid $5,616.10 
for the work to be completed. 
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     The Board of Managers was busy during 
the summer months arranging for repairs in 
various parts of the church, and replacement 
of failed equipment. 
     The aging air conditioning unit that 
services the sanctuary had failed, and it was 
replaced with a larger unit. While the unit was 
off the roof the Board took the opportunity to 
make some needed roof repairs as well. 
     The old boiler which provides the heat for 
the building did pass inspection but required 
some repairs which will extend its life for 
perhaps a few more years. John Gould, 
Property Chair for the Board, was responsible 
for arranging with contractors for the work to 
be done. 
     The church steeple needed attention as 
well, which necessitated the rental of an 85 
foot boom. The louvers on the steeple were 
covered with aluminium in order to improve 
their appearance, and the trim was repainted. 
At the same time the steeple lighting was 
replaced and repairs were made to a number 
of loose roof tiles. Thanks go to Gerry 
Tompkins and Jeff Lehman, of our own 

maintenance staff, who carried out the work 
on the steeple. 
      The church nursery has been freshly 
painted and new hardwood flooring installed 
which gives the room a bright, clean look. 
Martha Fergusson and Tracy Blair picked 
out the materials and again, thanks go to 
Gerry and Jeff, who devoted many hours to 
transforming the room. Finishing touches will 
include wall decorations. 
      As well, a substantial number of windows 
in Knell House have been replaced.  
      Most of the repairs, totalling more than 
$30,000, have been paid for by the Board of 
Trustees using money from the Bequest Fund. 
Remaining to be done are repairs to the roof 
over the gallery at the parking lot entrance 
and the relining and sealing of the parking lot.  
      We are fortunate to have such a diligent 
and conscientious Board of Managers 
overseeing the regular maintenance and repair 
of church facilities. Ably led by Board 
Chairman Don Upper, the group tries to 
anticipate the needs and to approach them in a 
timely fashion.  

Repairs, replacements carried out over summer 

Judy Hight, the Reverend 

Mark Lewis and Diana 

Watson enjoy breakfast 

together at the close of 

Church School in June. 

June Spidell and Heather 

I n g ram- Sm i t h  s h a r e 

fellowship at the Church 

S c h o o l  v o l u n t e e r s ’ 

breakfast. 



     Martha Fergusson has been 
named the new Interim Director of 
Christian Education and has thrown 
herself into her new job with her 
characteristic enthusiasm and energy. 
     She’s had lots of prior experience, 
too, since she served previously as 
Education Director at St. Andrew’s for 
seven years, from 1989 until 1996. 
     Her summer has been demanding 
but fulfilling since she has been very 
busy recruiting teachers and helpers for 
the church school programs. She has 
made many phone calls and has found 
those she has called to be very 
supportive and interested. And two 
people have even offered to sew!! 
     Martha has met with both the Rev. 
Janice Hamalainen and with the 
Christian Education Committee and 
together they have mapped out an 
approach that is viable. Everyone 
concerned recognizes the Beginner’s 
Department has a very workable 
approach to staffing. For many years 
five regular and very committed 
teachers have carried out the program 
in the Beginner’s with the assistance of 
a few teen helpers. Because there are 
several teachers, if someone is sick or 
needs to be away for a week or two, 

the program carries on as 
usual, and there are always 
familiar faces, people whom 
the youngsters recognize 
and rely on, to greet them 
each week. Over the years, 
that committed group of 
teachers have become fast 
friends, supporting one 
another along the way. 
     Martha hopes to be able 
to extend that same 
leadership structure to the 
Grades 1 to 6 classes, with a 
strong core of regular 
teachers and assistance from 
other willing helpers. 
     A new curriculum called “Seasons 
of the Spirit” has been purchased with 
funds already approved by the 
Christian Education Committee. This 
program is based on the lectionary and 
provides a wealth of material that can 
be photocopied. As well, the 
committee has purchased “Akaloo”, a 
program that is accessed online. Both 
are in use in Presbyterian churches. 
     Martha put together packages of 
materials in anticipation of the 
September 7th start for regular church 
school classes, and teachers had been 

in to pick up those bundles well in 
advance. 
     Quite a lot of time has been devoted 
to sorting through the materials in the 
Christian Education office and 
organizing the shelves there so that 
teachers can easily access reference 
materials and books. Gradually the rest 
of the closets on the lower level and 
the storage room off the hallway near 
the Choir Room have been cleared out, 
old materials discarded and shelves 
stocked so that it’s easy to see what 
supplies are available. 

Busy summer for new Interim Director of Christian Education  

Martha Fergusson, Interim Director of Christian Education 

prepares for September Church School. 
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Jackie Foxall returns to Knox for final year  
      Jackie Foxall, St. Andrew’s accredited student for the ministry, has returned 
to Knox College this fall following a year long student placement at St. Giles 
Presbyterian Church in Cambridge. 
      At St. Giles she gained lots of practical experience, assisting at funerals, 
visitation and preaching. The congregation and the minister there welcomed her 
warmly.She and her husband, Matt, travelled again to Louisiana in May with a 
Youth in Mission trip initiated by the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
      Jackie has maintained an A average at Knox College and will serve again on 
the Student Council this year. She received the J.A. Cameron Prize, an academic 
scholarship for overall proficiency. In May she led a group of seven young 
women on a mission trip to Houma, Louisiana, where they spent a week painting 
homes that were severely damaged in Katrina and have been rebuilt. 
      Throughout the summer months she preached not only at St. Giles but at St. 
Andrew’s, Guelph and Central Presbyterian in Cambridge. She has been 
appointed Student Minister at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Guelph from 
September 2008 until May 2009, which will involve 10 hours of work per week, 
and will include leading worship, pastoral care and visiting. 
      A motion will be brought forward at the September meeting of our Kirk 
Session thas the church continue some financial support for Jackie for the 
coming school year. We wish her all the best in her final year of study at Knox 
College. 

Sold out tour 
      A sold out Shopping and Wine Tour 
bus will leave the church on Saturday, 
September 27th for the Niagara Region. 
The tour, led by Ab Martin, has been 
offered in the past and has proved to be 
popular. The bus was filled long before 
the deadline and a number of hopefuls 
added their names to a cancellation list. 
     Forty-five people will have the 
opportunity to visit two Niagara 
wineries, one in the morning and one in 
the afternoon, touring the premises and 
doing a bit of tasting as well. They will 
lunch at the Skylon Tower in Niagara 
Falls and also have an hour or so to 
browse and shop in Niagara-on-the-
Lake, after visiting the Konzelman 
Winery there. 
     The bus arrives back at the church 
about 6:30 p.m. It’s a full day of fun and 
fellowship, good value for $65.00 cost. 



Change in start time 
     Church school classes are beginning a 
little earlier this year. 
     Recognizing that the Children’s Time 
at the end of the worship service in the 
sanctuary is important, but feeling the 
pinch of reduced minutes for church 
school classes, the problem has been ad-
dressed.  
     Classes are beginning at 9:45 a.m. 
each week. The first 15 minutes is a re-
laxed gathering time when youngsters can 
talk to their friends and their teachers, do 
puzzles, games or colour. 
     The whole department joins together 
for a worship time with singing, stories, 
and perhaps a special guest, and then the 
children meet with their own teacher for a 
discussion and an activity before going 
into church for the final minutes of the 
service. 
     The basic format hasn’t changed but 
the additional 15 minutes allows for a 
more relaxed approach and extra time to 
complete the day’s activities. 

Camp successful 
     Camp Kummoniwannago had a 
very successful summer, according to 
C a m p  D i r e c t o r  Am a n d a 
Harrington. Enrolments were up for 
every week, and up substantially 
overall from last summer. 
     The counsellors worked well 
t o ge t h e r  a n d ,  d e s p i t e  t h e 
disadvantages of lots of rain, 
everyone readily adapted to 
unexpected changes in the schedule. 
     One St. Andrew’s member 
reported that a friend, who had 
enrolled her young son at Camp K for 
the very first time, had a wonderful 
time there. 
     He told his mother, “They 
s h o u l d n ’ t  c a l l  i t  C a m p 
Kummoniwannago. They should call 
it Camp Amazing, because that’s 
what it is!” 

Meet at Chapter’s 
     Once again, the Library invites 
you to our annual Chapter’s 
Fundraising Night at the end of 
November. Get your Christmas lists 
set and give two gifts at once by 
supporting your church library and by 
giving the joy of reading to someone 
you love. Fifteen percent of the total 
purchases – of regularly priced 
items – by registered St. Andrew’s 
members will be donated to the 
church library. Watch for updates 
with more information. 

Library opens early 
     The Book Corner will begin 
opening its doors each Sunday 
morning from 9:45 until 10:00.  We are 
complementing the new Sunday 
School hours for the Beginners and 
Master’s Workshop departments.  
     Parents and siblings of the Sunday 
School children or anyone who would 
like to browse through our collection 
of books, CD’s and DVD’s now has 
some extra time each Sunday to do so. 
We will also be open during coffee 
hour each Sunday as usual.  Come and 
meet friends in our library located in 
the north west corner of Iona Hall. 

     “The kids are so excited 
to be back! We’ve been 
emailing back and forth all 
week, and everybody was 
looking forward to our first 
gathering on Sunday 
morning so much!” reported 
Courtney Gooding, St.
Andrew’s Interim Youth 
Group leader.  
     She and Lauren Blair 
will be coordinating the 
group as they focus on 
leaders and leadership. They 
plan to take a close look at 
significant people from the 

Bible, as well as leaders 
within the church and in our 
surrounding community, 
and the opportunities that 
are available for youth all 
around us. 
     In order to involve the 
youth more fully in the life 
of the church, they will meet 
as a group for three Sundays 
in a row, and on the fourth 
Sunday they will be helping 
in various capacities 
throughout the church. 
     The Youth Group meets 
at 9:45 a.m. in the Youth 

Room, which was well filled 
on the first Sunday when 24 
young people turned up. Part 
of their time was spent 
filling out a form detailing 
just how they would like to 
help out on that fourth 
Sunday. 
     The group also meets on 
Friday nights at 6:30 p.m. 
for an hour, followed by the 
Sports Break which begins 
at 7:30. Martha Fergusson, 
St. Andrew’s Christian 
Education Coordinator, is 
hoping to recruit four teams 

of two volunteers to 
organize the activities on 
Friday nights. So far Rob 
Johnston, Ron Watson, 

Dean Fergusson, Doug 

Blair, Janet Cleghorn and 
Heather Ingram-Smith 
have agreed to staff the 
program. 
      Enthusiastic, capable 
leadership and enthusiastic, 
capable kids – it’s a winning 
combination!! 
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A different approach 
     Terry Sturtevant is teaching the 
Communicants Class again this year. 
It’s a responsibility he assumes with 
lots of enthusiasm. He loves it, in fact. 
But this year there’s been a change in 
approach. 
     Instead of meeting every Sunday 
morning, the class is meeting on the 
fourth Sunday of each month only. For 
the other three Sundays the 
Communicants participate with the 
Youth Group in their activities. 
     Terry is sure he will be able to 
c o v e r  t h e  ma t e r i a l  i n  t h e 
Communicants curriculum in the time 
allotted. 

Keen youth group excited to be back for the start of fall activities 

To study at Harvard 
     Jenny Wills, daughter of Connie and 
Bob Wills, and granddaughter of 
Norman Upper, is studying English and 
film-studies at Wilfrid Laurier University. 
She was recently given a prestigious 
Fulbright student award and is spending 
nine months at Harvard University 
studying representations of transnational 
and transracial adoption in contemporary 
Canadian and American fiction. 



Mixed Bridge 
     St. Andrew’s Mixed Bridge Group meets on the first Friday evening of the 
month from September until May. It provides an opportunity for a friendly game 
of bridge, and although some of the players are very good, it won’t be held 
against you if you were to make a mistake!  
     At present 15 pairs take part, and the group would be happy to welcome more 
participants. They play in one another’s homes and the host for the evening pro-
vides a simple dessert and coffee. Usually you would not expect to be hosting 
others more than twice during the year. 
     Doug and Mary Ann Ansley are the current organizers of the group so if you 
would like more information or would like to become a part of the group give 
them a call at 519-745-4596. 

By JAN ASHTON  

It’s been a long haul, far longer than 
Donna Hodgkinson, coordinator of 
the new Family Directory, ever antici-
pated when she agreed to head the pro-
ject. 
     But finally, a year after the initial 
work began, it is almost ready for dis-
tribution. The book is at the printers at 
present and should arrive at the church 
in early October. 
     Sufficient copies are being printed 
so that every church family will re-
ceive a book, regardless of whether 
their pictures are included or not. The 
Board of Trustees agreed to fund the 
project, ultimately agreeing with 
Donna that the widespread distribution 
of the book would help to build com-
munity within the church. 
     Not realizing what a challenge the 
list of members and adherents for the 
back of the book would present, the 
committee went ahead and collected 
the photos of all those who wanted a 
picture published in the book. The pic-
tures were turned over to Kathy 
Pegelo, who worked to make all of 
them the best that they could be in 
terms of colour and composition. She 

has done a wonderful job, since the 
pictures came from a variety of sources 
and in various formats. It was a real 
challenge to be as consistent as possi-
ble. 
     Please remember that we didn’t 
promise glamour photos, simply ones 
that would make recognition easy. 
     Completing an accurate list of 
names for the back of the book in-
volved making a great number of tele-
phone calls to verify information and 
to make certain that every name was 
included that should be there, with cor-
rect address and phone number, and 
email address if possible. 
     Keep in mind, however, that with 
such a large church population changes 
happen on an almost daily basis. We 
stopped making changes in August, but 
as nearly as we could determine infor-
mation collected to that point is accu-
rate. 
     The other source of frustration for 
us was the church computer software. 
Donna had hoped to be able to gener-
ate the files that the printer needed 
from the data base program in use at 
the church, but that ultimately proved 
to be impossible because the software 

just didn’t have the capacity to do the 
job. Shelley Weins of the church of-
fice staff assisted Donna numerous 
times during the long drawn out proc-
ess of checking all entries for accuracy. 
      Sue Shane, Sandy Elliott and I 
worked with Donna to assemble the 
information and to proof read again 
and again. Ruth Guthrie was an in-
valuable help, taking on some of the 
phoning tasks along with Joy Rickert, 
Mary Brough, Helen Cleghorn, Eve-

lyn Crawford and Karen Murray.  
      Douglas Haas provided us with a 
wonderful picture of a section of 
stained glass window, readily recog-
nizable, and Kathy worked hard to do 
the overlay consisting of pictures from 
the album. 
      The Rev. Mark Lewis and the 
Rev. Janice Hamalainen encouraged 
our efforts throughout the whole proc-
ess and were always positive and sup-
portive. 
      We hope you will make good use of 
this book, and that it will prove to be a 
most useful tool for our St. Andrew’s 
family. 

Ringers sought   
     Under the direction and tutelage of 
Joyce Laur, St. Andrew’s Bell Choir 
has developed into a polished group of 
musicians, alert and committed, and the 
sound is very pleasing to the ear. 
     At present, the Bell Choir is looking 
for a few new members and would be 
happy to welcome people who would 
like to learn how to be a part of the 
group. No experience is necessary. A 
love of music and the ability to be a 
team player would be an asset. 
     Please contact Joyce for more infor-
mation at 1-519-475-4789. 
     Just incidentally, did you know that 
the reason the Bell Choir wears those 
white gloves is not to keep from mark-
ing the bells, although that is part of the 
reason, but because perspiration from 
their hands can affect the sound of a bell 
so that it doesn’t ring true. 
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St. Andrew’s photo directory will soon be in your hands! 

      A nun who worked for a home health agency was making her rounds visiting 

homebound patients when her car ran out of gas. She walked to a nearby service station 

to borrow a gas can and buy some gas. 

      But the attendant said he had loaned out his last gas can, so the resourceful nun 

walked back to her car, picked up a bedpan she was taking to a patient, carried the 

bedpan to the station, filled it with gas and carried it back to her car. 

      As she was pouring the gas into the tank, two passing Presbyterians stopped to watch. 

      One Presbyterian said to the other “If it starts, I’m turning Catholic.” 



New defibrillator could save lives at St. Andrew’s  
     The Women’s Association has paid $2000 for an electronic defibrillator for 
the church. Safety regulations are making the life saving machine a necessity in 
public buildings now and it seemed prudent to have ready access to one at St. 
Andrew’s. 
     Olive Fraser’s daughter, Sandy Connell,  is a distributor for the device, 
and supplied the new machine for the church. She also trains people in the use 
of it and a CPR course at the church recently also included instruction in the 
use of the defibrillator. The machine is available in the sanctuary each Sunday. 
Although some people have expressed reluctance about using the machine on 
another person, perhaps it is reassuring to know that the machine will only 
deliver a charge to a patient when it recognizes certain specific conditions, so 
there is no need to be intimidated by it. 

      Have you visited our Thrift Shop 
lately? If not, it’s worth a look or two. 
     On a recent visit volunteer staffer 
Helen Neff was happy to chat and 
show me around. Quite an assortment 
of both men’s and ladies shoes is lined 
up neatly along the shelves at the back 
and  Helen reported that a man had 
come in earlier that afternoon and 
found an almost new pair of men’s 
loafers that fit him well. He was quite 
elated and willingly paid the asking 
price. “Do you know what these cost in 
a shoe store?” he exulted.  
     All of the used clothing is sorted 
carefully on to racks and each rack is 
clearly labelled, “Women’s Sweaters”, 
“Men’s Shirts” and so on. There is a 
rack with children’s clothing as well. 
     Another lucky shopper happened 
along and found half a dozen brand 
new Cotton Ginny tee shirts that some-
one had donated. She, too, was thrilled 
with her find and bought all the shirts 
on the spot. 
     The Thrift Shop also has a few 
shelves of small household items, in-
cluding dishes and decorative pieces, 
all priced to sell. And there is a supply 
of sheets, towels and blankets.   
     There were several evening gowns 
and even a wedding dress, which 
might just make the day for a bride 
wanting to look special (of course!) on 

a limited budget. 
     The Thrift Shop was started by 
Peggy Shantz and Merle Stewart, 
probably more than 30 years ago. 
Agnes Chapman, another staffer, re-
members a time when a volunteer had 
gathered up what appeared to be dona-
tions for the Thrift Shop from the 
church office, where there were several 
items hanging on a coat rack. After a 
time, the Rev. Dr. Finlay Stewart ap-

peared in the shop asking if they had a 
man’s raincoat, and in a search of the 
rack, discovered his own coat, with 
keys in the pocket as well. 
     In these days when there are more 
and more people struggling to make 
ends meet, trying to clothe themselves 
and their families is just one more 

challenge. The Thrift Shop meets a 
need in the core, and, although the 
number of clients isn’t overwhelming, 
there’s a steady flow of people wan-
dering in to have a look, to see if there 
is anything new, to search for a bargain 
or two. 
      The price is right. Most items are 
modestly priced and you can truly feel 
that you are helping some of our needi-
est citizens when you donate items to 
the Thrift Shop. 
      An amazing 25 volunteers man the 
shop on a regular basis, which is open 
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fri-
days from 1:00 until 4:00 p.m. The 
volunteers take one shift per month, 
and there are 12 spares on the list as 
well, so regulars are always able to 
find a substitute if necessary. 
      Anne McConnell coordinates the 
shop, which, despite the very, very rea-
sonable prices, last year generated 
$3,828.74 for the Women’s Associa-
tion. 
      Donated clothing is sorted 
promptly, priced and placed in the 
proper area. The ladies stay right on 
top of the whole operation and there is 
no hint of that musty sort of ‘old 
clothes’ smell lingering on the prem-
ises. It’s a job well done! 

Don’t neglect that Mite Can! 
      Each year the Local Outreach 
Committee supports local charities with 
the proceeds from the Mite can campaign. 
      Mite cans are delivered to members of 
the congregation by their elders at the 
beginning of each year with the hope that 
the can will be returned full of change at 
the end of the year. 
      The money is used to support local 
charities such as Mary’s place, St. John’s 
Kitchen, Anna Kaljas House, Oasis and 
Interfaith Counselling. From the story of 
the widow’s mite we know that no gift is 
too small, but is great if given with love. 
      Please return your full Mite Can to the 
office or through your elder this fall. 
Thank you for your generous support. 

Thrift Shop thriving operation that has lasted thirty years 
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Evelyn Hahn and Agnes Chapman offer a 

couple of lightweight jackets for sale at the 

Thrift Shop recently. 

Women’s Association hosting bazaar on November 22 
We're looking for volunteers to help organize; to provide items for sale (be 
creative!!); and to provide helping hands on the day. If you're interested in 
participating, call Donna at 519-743-5438.  



Books, books and more books 
By SHERYL LOEFFLER 

     Thanks to a generous donation, more than 400 boxes of new books 
(Random House first editions) were made available for sale by United Way 
agencies. Mary’s Place, the YWCA’s 60-bed emergency shelter for women 
and families who are homeless, has received nine of those 400 boxes. 
     But we had to pick them up ourselves. A colleague and I set off on a 
brilliant late August morning to find a peeling farmhouse somewhere near 
Bright, Ontario. A long flat-bed had been set up in the yard, and boxes and 
boxes of books were being carried up from the basement and set on the 
truck. The woman who owned the farmhouse, an employee of Random 
House, had died. The 400 boxes of books were part of her estate. 
     A small dog yapped and jumped in greeting. Representatives from two 
other agencies were also there. We were asked to go through the boxes and 
take only what we could use, but because there were books of every kind – 
fiction, history, poetry, cookbooks, travel, biography, etc. – going through 
them was easy. We could use them all.  
     We loaded nine boxes of books into my colleague’s van that morning. 
They’ll be brought to St. Andrew’s before the first noon-hour concert on 
Wednesday, September 17th, and they’ll be offered for sale before and after 
every concert – paperbacks for $2 each, or three for $5; hardbacks for $4 
each, or three for $10. All proceeds will go to Mary’s Place. 
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Noon Hour Recitals 
Wednesdays 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. 

Keep an eye on the credits! 
     Although lots of hopefuls make their 
way to Hollywood, not nearly so many 
are successful in making a name for 
themselves there. 
     Tim Eaton is one of the people who 
made the grade. A graduate of Forest 
Heights Collegiate Institute who 
studied film at York University, Tim is 
the son of Marg and Jack Eaton and 
grew up attending St. Andrew’s. 
     He is a gifted special effects 
technician whose name appears 
regularly when the movie credits roll 
past at the end of every film. He has 
caused tornadoes, stabbed Goldie 
Hawn, and sunk the Titanic. 
     His work was important in The 
Mummy, Back to the Future 2 and 3, 
Field of Dreams, Forrest Gump, and 
Beowulf to name only a few. He loves 
his work, describing himself as ‘still a 
kid at heart’, but he does aspire to 
another credit, since he and a co-writer 
have written a script for a biographical 
film about Nikola Tesla, an American 
physicist and electrical engineer born in 
Croatia in 1856. The story is a 
fascinating one and would lend itself 
well to film.  
     Here’s hoping Tim soon achieves 
t h a t  l ong  hoped  fo r  c r ed i t : 
Screenwriter! 

On the way to church... 
      One Sunday morning last June, 
Lee and Joyce Laur were heading 
to St. Andrew’s from their home in 
Embro. Joyce, who directs St. 
Andrew’s Bell Choir, was intent on 
reaching their destination, since the 
Bell Choir was taking part in the 
service of worship. 
     Just outside of New Hamburg, a 
warning thumping told them that 
they had a flat tire. Oh, no! Of all 
the mornings for that to happen… 
     Joyce hurried back to the 
McDonald’s which they had just 
passed and, reaching the centre of 
the seating area in the restaurant, 
she asked if anyone was going to 
Kitchener, explaining who she was 
and why she needed to get to St. 
Andrew’s promptly.  
     Immediately, a man said that he 
would be happy to take her to the 
church, and so they set off. 
     Just as Lee was beginning the 
task of changing the tire, a man got 
out of a passing truck and did it for 
him. At Lee’s offer to pay, the man 
refused the money and told Lee to 
enjoy his day. 
     There really are lots of kind and 
caring folk who show their love for 
their fellow man in wonderful acts 
of kindness every day.  


